WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




/ A method for previewing an accessory to be worn by a person, the methodjedmprising: 

providing a first image to an input device at a first location, thp^first image including at 
least a portion of a person; 

transmitting data of the first image to a seivefcomputer at a second location; 
selecting a second image fi^om an^fectronic database of images on or accessible to the 
server computer, the second image^mprising an image of an accessory to be worn on the 
portion of the person in tji^rst image; 

generatinfixdata of a composite image fi-om the data of the first image and datapf the 
second inmge with the server computer, the composite image including the accessory worn on the 
portiem of the person; and 



2. The method of claim 1 wherein transmitting data of the first image to a server computer 
comprises transmitting the data over the Internet. 

I^The method of claim 1 wherein the^cceSsory is a pair of sunglasses, and wherein the method 
fiirther comprises displ^dn^a^haded image, wherein a shade of the shaded image corresponds to 
a shade^eeffSy a person wearing the pair of sunglasses. 




ig the composite miage on an output device at the first tD cation. — ^ 
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A. The method of claim 1 wherein the first image comprises the face of the person, and wherein 
selecting the second image is performed in accordance with the person's interpupil distance. 

The method of claim 1 further comprising purchasing the accessory after displaying the 
composite image. 

jSl The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

manipulating data of the first image to modify a size of the first image to correspond to a 
template having a predetermined size, and wherein selecting the second image comprises using the 
template to select the second image. 

y 

/I, The method of claim 1 further comprising. 

manipulating data of the first image to modify a size of the first image to correspond to a 
template having a predetermined size, and wherein generating data of the composite image 
comprises using data of the template to generate data of the composite image. 

A. The method of claim 1 wherein the accessory comprises sunglasses. 



,f9. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

selecting a third image of a background setting prior to generating data of a composite 
image, and wherein generating data of a composite image comprises generating data of a 
composite image fi-om the data of the first image, data of the second image, and data of the third 
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image. 



0 



The method of claim 1 wherein the input device comprises a digital camera. 

Y' 

5 y(. The method of claim 1 wherein the accessory comprises cosmetics or jewelry. 



II 



The method of claim 1 wherein the first location includes a kiosk. 




I/^ method for previewing an accessory, the method comprising: 

providing data of a first image of at least a ^jmxoxv of an intended recipient of the 
accessory to a server computer; 

selecting a second image fi-om an^^ectronic database of images, the second image 
comprising an image of an accessoiyto be worn on the portion of the intended recipient in the 
first image; 

generating data of/ composite image fi^om the data of the first image and data of the 
second image with the^erver computer; 

transmit^g the data of the composite image fi"om the server computer to a client 
computer; and 

displaying the composite image on an output device in communication with the client 

-A 



i^emputefr 



14. The method of claim 13, wherein the accessory comprises sunglasses. 
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15. The method of claim 13 wherein the output device is located at the customer's home. 

16. The method of claim 13 wherein the client computer is located at a kiosk. 

17. The method of claim 13 further comprising manipulating data of the first image so that the 
first image is modified and corresponds to a template, 

18. The method of claim 17 fiirther comprising selecting plural accessory images fi'om the 
database with the template and displaying the plural accessory images. 

19. The method of claim 13 wherein transmitting the data of the composite image fi-om the server 
computer to the client computer comprises transmitting the data of the composite image fi-om the 
server computer to the client computer via the Internet* 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein displaying the composite image on the output device 
comprises displaying the composite image on a Web page. 

21. The method of claim 13 wherein providing data of the first image comprises retrieving data of 
the first image fi^om an information storage medium on or accessible to the server computer. 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein the intended recipient of the accessory is a customer. 
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23. The method of claim 13 wherein the accessory comprises jewelry or cosmetics. 

24. The method of claim 13 further comprising manually entering data of an intended recipient's 
body parameters, selecting a plurality of accessory images from the electronic database of images 
in accordance with the data of the intended recipient's body parameters, and displaying the 
plurality of accessory images. 

: A method for previewing an accessory, the method comnrising: 

generating a first composite image from a first i^riage of a person and a first accessory 

image; 

displaying the first composite imag^to a customer; 
saving the first composite image; 

generating a second comj^o^e image from a second image of the person and a second 
accessory image; 

displaying thirst and second composite images simultaneously to the customer such that 
the custome^^-carf evaluate ihe appearanceuftherfirst and second accessories on"tfie person~ 

26. The method of claim 25 further comprising displaying a first price corresponding to the first 
\ accessory image and a second price corresponding to the second accessory image. 

\ 

27. The method of claim 25 wherein displaying the first and second composite images comprises: 
displaying the first and second composite images in a cascading format, a tiled format, or 




■ . 
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an overlaid format. 



28. The method of claim 25 wherein the first and second accessory images respectively comprise 
images of different sunglasses. 

29. The method of claim 25 wherein the first image of the person and the second image of the 
person are the same image. 

30. The method of claim 25 wherein after saving the first composite image, the method further 
comprises 

evaluating the displayed first and second composite images; 

deleting the less favorable composite image of the first and second composite images; and 
saving the more favorable composite image of the first and second composite images. 

3 1 The method of claim 30 wherein the more favorable image is saved in a file containing 
favorable composite images. 

32. The method of claim 25 further comprising displaying the price of the first and second 
accessories. 



33. The method of claim 32 wherein the first and second accessories respectively include 
different pairs of sunglasses. 



3353396.2 



34. The method of claim 25 wherein the person is the customer. 



35. The method of claim 25 wherein the person is a model who has an appearance similar to an 
intended recipient of the accessory. 



A system for previewing an accessory: 

an input device for receiving a ^st image, wherein the first image includes an image of at 
least a portion of a person; 

a client computer operati^^ely coupled to the input device; 
a server computer including a first computer program for selecting data of a second image 
fi^om an electronic datable of images, the second image comprising an image of an accessory to 
be worn on the portioA of the person in the first image, and a second computer program for 
generating data o&a composite image fi'om data of the first image and data of the second image, 
wherein the sewer computer is operatively coupled to the client computer; and 

an output device for displaying the composite image, wherein the output device is 
operatiyely coupled to the client computer, 

wherein the input device, client computer, and the output device are at a first location and 



2-^ 



yj/TYit system of claim ^^wherein the server computer and the client computer are operatively 
coupled via the Internet. 
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The system of claim ^further comprising a firewall between the server computer and the 

client computer. 



The system of claim 36 further comprisipgrin Internet service provider intermediate the client 
computer and the server computer. 

a6. The system of claim 3^herein the server computer comprises a third computer program for 
processing purchases. 

The system of claim ie^herein the accessory comprises sunglasses. 

The system of claim jJ^^herein the server computer comprises a third computer program for 
selecting a background image from an electronic database of background images. 




system for previewing an accessory comjJnsing: 

an information storage medium;e^prising a first electronic database of images of people; 
a server computer includjng (i) a first computer program for selecting a first image from 
the first electronic databas^he first image comprising an image of an intended recipient of an 
accessory, (u) a second computer program for selecting a second image from a second electronic 
database, the s^nd image comprising an image of an accessory to be worn on the intended 
recipient ij^fhe first image, and (iii) a third computer program for generating data of a composite 
im^gefromjisiiata^f the first image and data uf lhe-second-im^,-whereiii4he-seFveiLcoinpiiteiLi 
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is operativeiy coupled to the client computer; 




a client computer for receiving the data of the composite image, wherein the client 
computer is operativeiy coupled to the server computer; and 
I an output device for displaying the composite image, wherein the output device is 

\ operativeiy coupled to the client computer. 



The system of claimXf wherein the client computer and the server computer are operativeiy 
coupled via the Internet. 

The system of claim^ further comprising an input device operativeiy coupled to the client 
computer. 



iasses. 



>4^The system of claim «4!fwherein the accessory comprises sungla 

^^T^The system of claim ,4^rther comprising a kiosk, wherein the client computer is at the 
kiosk. 

J^. The system of claim ^3^herein the server computer further comprises: 
a fourth computer program for processing a purchasing transaction. 

J^. The system of clainv^S^vherein the information storage medium includes two or more 
databases, each of the databases containing different accessories. 
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The system of claim^3 wherein the intended recipient is a customer. 



A system for previewing an accessory before purchasing the accessory, the sysfem 



compnsmg: 

a server computer comprising (i) a first computer progr^r^or selecting data of a first 
accessory image fi-om an electronic database, (ii) a secomi^mputer program for generating data 
of a first composite image fi-om data of the first a^e^sory image and data of a person's image, 
(iii) a third computer program for selecting^ta of a second accessory image fi-om the electronic 
database, and (iv) a fourth computer^ogram for generating data of a second composite image 
fi"om data of the second acces^eiry image and data of the person's image; 

an information storage medium for saving data of the first composite image, the 
information storage medium being on or accessible to the server computer; 
a dim computer operatively coupled with the server computer; and 
a display device for displaying the first and second composite images to a customer for 
rt i nly prnin^Hng n r m - . ni i^ i h rfnrr p ur rhmin g ^ 



52. The system of claim 51 wherein the server computer and the client computer are operatively 
coupled via the Internet. 

53. The system of claim 51, wherein the server computer fiirther comprises a fifth computer 
program for processing the sale of an accessory. 
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^ 54. The system of claim 51 further comprising a firewall between the server computer and the 
client computer. 

55. The system of claim 51 further comprising an input device operatively coupled to the client 
5 computer. 

56. The system of claim 51 wherein the client computer is located at a kiosk. 



Ho 




57. The system of claim 56 wherein the kiosk contains accessories for sale. 

58. The system of claim 51 wherein the client computer comprises a Web browser computer 
program. 



An electronic display screen for assisting a customer to select a desipetfaccessory, the screen 



compnsmg: 

a previously saved first composite image-generated firom an image of a person and an 
image of a first accessory; and 

a second composi^e^age generated fi-om an image of the person and an image of a 
second accessory,/"^ 
20 whgKinlhe-fifst-md-^^ 



^^60^ 



The screen of claim 59 wherein the first and second composite images are in a tiled, 
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cascading, or overlapping format. 

61. The screen of claim 59 further comprising an image comprising the prices of the first and 
second accessories. 

62. The screen of claim 59 wherein the person is an intended recipient of an accessory. 

63. The screen of claim 59 further comprising a hyperiink. 

64. The screen of claim 59 wherein the first composite image and the second composite image 
are in an array of favorable composite images. 

65. The screen of claim 59 further comprising a button for deleting less favorable composite 
images. 

66. The screen of claim 59 wherein the first and second accessories are prescription eyeglasses. 

67. The method of claim 1 wherein the accessory is a pair of prescription eyeglasses. 

68. The method of claim 13 wherein the accessory is a pair of prescription eyeglasses. 

69. The method of claim 25 wherein the first and second accessories are prescription eyeglasses. 
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70. The system of claim 36 wherein the accessory is a pair of prescription eyeglasses. 



71 . The system of claim 43 wherein the accessory is a pair of prescription eyeglasses; 



72. The system of claim 51 wherein the accessory is a pair of prescription eyeglasses. 




A method for permitting a customer to preview a pair of sunglasses before purchasingytne 
niethod comprising: 

providing a first image to an input device operatively coupled to a clieijt^omputer, the 
first image including the face of a person; 

transforming the first image into data of the first image witfi the client computer; 
transmitting data of the first image fi-om the client^computer to a server computer via the 
Internet; 

selecting a second image fi-om mi^electfonic database of images on or accessible to the 
server computer, the second imagecomprising an image of a pair of sunglasses; 

generating data of a^composite image fi-om the data of the first image and data of the 
second image with the^sejyer computer, the composite image including the image of the pair of 
sunglasses on thence of the person; 

transmitting the data of the composite image fi-om the server computer to the client 
computer'^via the Internet; and 

displaying the composite image on a display device operatively coupled to the client 
Computer ouoh 4h ala customer can p fev igw Ube-sunglas ses before purchasing s 
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wherein the input device, the output devic^/tod the client computer are at a first location, 
and wherein the server computer is at a secojra location. 

74. The method of claim 73 further comprises, after displaying the composite image: 
purchasing the pair of sunglasses. 



75. The method of claim 73 wherein selecting a second image comprises providing selection 
information to a second input device operatively coupled to the client computer. 




76, The method of claim 75 wherein the second input device comprises at least one of a 
keyboard, a touchpad, a touchscreen, a voice recognition apparatus, and a mouse. 

A method for permitting a customer to preview a pair of>(jnglasses before purchasing, the 
method comprising: 

providing a first image to an input devipe^peratively coupled to a client computer, the 
first image including the face of a persor 

transforming the first imag^to data of the first image with the client computer; 

transmitting data ofjm first image fi-om the client computer to a server computer via the 
Internet; 

selecting^ second image fi-om an electronic database of images on or accessible to the 
server copFiputer, the second image comprising an image of a pair of sunglasses; 

generating-data-el ^^Qmpo si te image - fi-om the data of the first imag e-and-dataj>f the 
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second image with the server computer, the compo^te image including the image of the pair of 
sunglasses on the face of the person; 

transmitting the data of the composite image from the server computer to the client 
computer via the Internet; and 

displaying the compositelmage on a display device operatively coupled to the client 
computer such that a customer can pi'eview the accessory before purchasing, 



IStOJTl" 



wherein the client computer, the input device and the output device are at a kiosk. 
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A method for permitting a customer to preview and purchase accessories, the method 
comprising: 

providing an image of an intended recipient of an accessory to an input device; 
displaying plural accessoiy images to the customer for evaluation; 
selecting an accessory image from the displayed accessory images; 
displaying a composite image comprising the selected accessory image on the intended 
recipient of the accessory; 

evaluating the composite image; and 

purchasing the accessory in the selected accessory image. 




79. The method of claim 78 wherein selecting an accessory image is performed at a kiosk. 



A method for previewing an accessory, the mpdi5d comprising: 

providing data of a first imaM^ofat least a portion of a person to a server computer; 
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selecting a second image from an electronic databa^eof images, the second image 
comprising an image of an accessory to be worn onihe portion of the person in the first image, 
^ / ^ therein the accessory is at least one of sprlglasses, jewelry, handbags, and cosmetics; 
(Jff^ generating data of a conjpdsite image from the data of the first image and data of the 
5 second image with the^efver computer, the composite image comprising the accessory on the 
person; and 

displaying the composite image on an output device in communication with the client 




ipuier 



O 0 8 1 The method of claim 80 wherein the person is a model who has an appearance substantially 



ill 
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similar to the appearance of the intended recipient. 

82. The method of claim 1 wherein the output device is capable of displaying a three-dimensional 
image. 

83. The method of claim 1 wherein the output device comprises a holographic display apparatus 
or a virtual reality apparatus. 
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